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FINANCES OF PHILADELPHIA. Sinking fund ef 14,009 00 


Gusacr Counc, a 10th, vege | And it leavesa nett balance of 21,628 24 
Remarks of Mr. Reap on the second reading of the Bill, | To be carried to the credit of the tax fund 

entitled “A Supplement to the several ordinances} of 4939 

providing for the appointment of City Commissign- 

ers, City Treasurer, and City Recording Surveyor and 

prescribing their duties.” 

Mr. READ remarked that the object of the Bill was 
to secure a strict accountability on the part of some of 
our principal executive officers, and also to place be- 
fore councils,and our constituents, at stated periods,such | From which we must deduct another perma- 
accurate information relative to our city expenditures,as nent charge—The interest payable to the 
may enable them to understand our real situation and| holders of the City Debt, amounting to 104,776 00 
duly to appreciate the manner in which the public con- 
cerns are managed, Secrecy ought not to be encour- | Leaving a disposable income for 1830, of 
aged or allowed in our municipal government—and a only $150,094 81 
stated publication of our financial and executive opera- | Foy all the various expenditures of the city. More than 


tions would be satisfactory and instructive to the people one-half of this sum has been expended this year in the sin- 
—and have a very strong tendency to decrease our an- | ofp item of paving. 


nual expenses. A careful survey of our operations for |~ ,,, . _? . : 
the last few years will convince us all that the time has The state ofour Debt and of the Sinking Fund isa 
: matter of serious consideration. Our debt commenced 


arrived for the Legislature of the city to look warily at | —: : 
the increasing hemende on the Treasury, which if not | ~ our Water Works and amounted in a 497 80 
narrowly watched, and restrained, must lead to a vast iT 1819+ 1.234.700 and the Sinking Fund ’ 
increase of our public debt, without a prospect of pro- | wi ; 240 O61 36 | a a “J a 994.438 7 
viding our successors with any legitimate means of dis- | I 1830 Sayer a aca arealdebtof 994,458 75 
charging it. n 1830 it will be ,937,400, the Sinking 

An examination is first necessary into the sources Fund 367,028 11, leaving a real debt of 1,570,371 89 


and amount of our annual revenue with the permanent | _ The interest payable on our debt in 1830 will be 
charges on it—in order to shew the means upon which | 164,776 dolls., and the amount of debt has been alrea- 
we depend for the payment of our ordinary expendi- | ¢y increased this year by loans to the smount of 102,- 
tures, Let us for example examine the revenue for | 400 dolls. and a sum varying from 35,000 to 40,006 dol- 
1830; and the following estimates for that year, are ba- | lars, must be added to supply the deficiencies in our 
sed upon the known resul's of several preceding vears, | 8Ppropriations. We are also to consider, that we have 


Our corporate income is derived from three sources. | tO pay off of our City Debt, 





—— 





The third is Taxation— 
The taxes at 86 cents in the 100 dollars 
produce 208,500 00 
Making with No. 1 and 2, as above stated, a 
nett revenue of $254,870 81 

















— 





The first consists of three items— | On the Ist of January, 1830, 50,000 

1. The city rental, #30,892 47; Do do do 1831, 149,600 

2. Contingent monies received from City Clerk ; Do. do May, 1833, 70,000 
and City Commissioners, 1,200 00 | The debt has generally been incurred for proper ob- 

3. Fines and penalties received through the | jects, such as our Water Works, Market Houses, Cul- 
Mayor, 850 00 | verts, &e. 








These facts, however, relative to our incomes anc our 
32,942 47 | debts are startling, and a short review of the past will 


From which deduct the permanent appro- | shew the absolute necessity of retrenchment, in certain 
































priation to the Sinking Fund of 8,000 00 | branches of the city expenditure. 

: —— | Inthe year 1802 the whole amount appropriated for 
And it leaves a nett amount 24,942 47 | all our expenses, was only 96,281 75 
The second is derived frem the | And the interest then payable on the Wa- 

Water Rents estimated at 56,600 00 | tering Loan was only 6,102 00 
From which deduct expenses of | The income thus appropriated, was composed as fol- 
collection, 2,251 66 | lows:— 

. Raised by Taxes, 72,000 00 
And it leaves 54,348 34 | Rental of Corporate Fstate, 11,404 00 
From which deduct the actual | Surplus of Tax Fund of 1801, 12,786 75 

expenditures on account of 

the Water Works for 1830, $96,281 75 

independent of the iron mains —— 

and pipes to be laid during And the whole amount appropriated for Pa- 

that year 18,720 60 | ving was only 4,000 00 
And it leaves, d 35,628 54 The lapse of a few years added largely to the Taxes 
From which deduct the perma- and the interest onthe debt, as the following statement 

nent appropriation to the | will shew. 
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Wear. Taxcs raised. Interest on Debt. | propriated for this purpose was 15,000 dollars. In 1819 
1813, 129,691 the amount expended was 22,155 dollars. Wethen had 
1814, 154,302 | 38 loud watch and 8 silent watch, making together 46; 
1815, 129,069 29,913 | the number of lamps was 1578, anl the average number 
1816, 158,549 50,100 of lamps under the care ofeach watchman was 36. 

a this time the item of New Paving Appropriation | In 1827, the first year of the rapid extension of our 
No. 1, became a matter of considerable interest and | P: avements, the expenditure was 42,451 53; and the 
cha as will appear by the following Table. | | city watch numbered ninety-nine individuals, who were 

= “spi - ae wo | thus arranged— 

° E.t 2 = eis | 16 Silent Watch. 

= on 36 - = — | 26 Fast and West Watch. 

_ 30° o feos | 47 Lamp-ighters. 
5 = s+ pee ) 4 Market Watch. 
2 = a3 . S At the City Hall and Independence Square 
1817 148,549 £7,698 : 1 At the Draw-br'dge Landing. 
Of which were cash loans free of interest 8,700 00 2 Turnkeys. 
18, 998 35| 99 

ie The lamps were then 1801 in number, making an in 

1818 148, 549 24,421 47 | crease — aoe oat. 1819, of which 105 had been 
Re ee | eta 4 og | Put up during the year 1827. 
Of which were cash loans as above Syne OO The average monthly wages of the Watch were 2300 
16,317 47 | dollars—27,600 dollars per annum. 

an In 1828 the expenditure was 38,662 48, and in 1829 
1819 148.000 15.035 03 | We have already expended 46,300 77—which at the end 
1320 137.700 7 593 48 | of the year willbe enlarged to at least 49,000—making 
1821 197,000 5,606 86 | about 7,000 more than any preceding year. The cleans- 
1822 129.000 63.490 13.931 56 | ing of the city is important and necessary both on ac- 
1893 138000 168.100 14.052 35, count of cleanliness and its certain promotion of health, 
1824 140.500 , 11.788 6}! . In 1802, 5,000 dollars weve appropriated for this ob- 
1895 143.100 17,706 = 6; ject, and in 1817, 21,202 dollars were expended. In 
1896 161.000 188.535 80,176 3° 180 26 1818, the contract system was adopted, and the city w as 
1927 900.000 9 9 381) 85586 55.933 71 cleansed for 6,000 doll: arsagreeably to contract. In 1822 
1898 200000 949.179 92 181 1862 03 it was reduced to 2,500 dollars, which continued until 
1399 208,500 249,598 100,106 ’ 1826, when the evils of that system became so great that 


the present mode, framed upon the experience of Bos- 
ton, the best cleansed city in the Union, was adopted, 
and every public and private street and alley has since 
that time been cleansed by persons in the employment 
of the city and under the immediate care of the Mayor. 
The system has worked admirably. 


And we have expended already for New Paving ap- 
propriation No. 1, 80,860 30 dolls. and the orders yet 
to be paid will certainly raise it to between 83 and 85,- 
000 dolls. before the accounts of 1829 are closed. 

Mr. Reap sail he would call the attention of council 
to appropriation, No. 1, which has increased at so great 


In 1826 the amount expended was 14,128 13 
a rate for the last three years, as in the present year Deduct sales of strect dirt 2,505 35 
(1829) to consume more than one half of our nelt reven- vineinampranney 
ue. All above 35,000 dollars of this item, has been done Real expenditure $11,623 78 


by loan, which of course adds to our debt and annual 














interest. This must and will necessarily raise our tax- | [) 1827 the amount expended was 18,014 44 
es, unless speedily checked. Deduct sales of street dit 5,355 67 
We have fortunately arrived at a period when the ieee 
new paving has outstripped private improvement and Real expenditure $12,658 77 
we shall be thus enabled by a small annual appropria- ~<—enge 
tion for that object to perform, all the paving necessary [np 1928 the amount expended 19,158 35 
for the actual wants of this great metropolis. Deduct sales of street dirt 6,295 37 
Mr. Reap said that he believed every public street commana 
east of Thirteenth street, with the exception of Cherry Real expenditure $12,862 93 
street, between Tenth and Fleventh streets, was paved; | menanees 
many of those between Thirteenth and Broad streets | In 1829 the amount appropriated was 13,400 00 
are also completed, and four complete avenues, Spruce, This has been all expended except 37 40. 
Chestnut, Market, and Race streets, have been finished | The amount already expended is 17.751 37 
to the Schuylkill, crossed near the western water front Deduct sales of street dirt 4,388 74 


by Schuylkill Front street, which is paved from the 


Northern to the Southern boundary of the city. Much Real expenditure to 10th Dec. 1829 $15,562 60 
work therefore of actual necessity, does not offer itself, 


during the ensuing year and the interest of our constit- | The permanent expenditure for this purpose may be 
uents, demands that no additional burthens should be | rated at $15,000. 


gid upon them. | These two appropriations Nos. 3 and 5, cannot be 
There are two other important items of city expendi- | much decreased ifso much new paving is done during 

ture, which depend mainly on the annual amount of pa- | the ensuing year, and our only resort therefore is to 

ving, and which if permitted to increase as they have | Ne. 1. 

done during ¢his year, must absorb a very large portion | Tlie amount appropriated this year from 

of our revenue. Mr. Read said he referred to appropri- | our neat revenue to No. 1 was $55,000 00 

ation No. 5, for lighting and watching, and No. 3, for | The amount expended will be at least 83,000 00 

cleansing the city. ‘The increase of pavement necessa- -_—— 


rily enlarged the demands on both. | of course the balance 48,000 00 

The lighting and watching of the city is one of the | is borrowed money for which we pay an annual inter- 
most essential duties imposed upon us by our charter; | est. From this new paving no real increase of revenue 
it cannot be dispensed with; and must kcep pace with | is derived, because it is evident that taxes have not 


population and improvement. In 1802, the amountap- been and cannot be raiscd in proportion 
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1830. } 


Mhese three appropriations No. 1—83,000 
No. 5—49,000 
and No. 3—13,400 


amount to : id - 145,400 
and consume all the neat income but $4,694 81, leav- 


FINANCES OF PHILADELPHIA. 4‘ 


ing only that smal! sum for the other 17 appropriations | 
—and of course all expenditures beyond that have been | 


or must be paid by loans. 
How, said Mr. Rt. are we to mect such an annual ex- 
penditure? 


The city rental, the contingent monies, and fines and | 


penalties will not relieve us, nor will the water rents-— 

can we meet it by increased taxation.-— Unquestionably 

not. 

In 1826, the assessed value of the Real 
Estate in the city was 

In 1829, it was 


$22,369,800 
24,202,786 





Being an apparent income of 1,832,986 

Mr. R. said he called it apparent, for as long as the 
anti-republican practice was legal, for the assessor to 
return himself to the county commissioners, as a col- 


lector for the District he has assessed, and to be ap- | 


puinted by them, it is impossible to say whether the in- 
crease at a triennial assessment, is solely caused by an 


actual increase of taxable property, or by merely an aug- | 


mented valuation of estates whose condition has not 


been materially changed, ‘he temptation is still great- | 


er, when the collection of the city taxes in that same 
ward can be obtained. 

In 1828, the taxes were $200,000, being at the rate 
of 88 cents in the $100 on the assessment of 1826, and 
in the present year, (1829) $208,500 having been rais- 
ed, being 86 cents in the $100 on the as:essment of 1829. 
Our taxes have therefore increased, although the rate 
has been reduced. But it is perfectly evident that no 
crease of taxation can take place until 1852, the next 
triennial assessment, without raising the present per- 
centage on the 100 dollars, which all must agree ought 
not to be done. 

The City Tax is 86 cents 
The Poor “ 22 * 
And the County 50 





Making$1 38 in the 100 on the assessed value of 


real estate in the city. 


We cannot, therefore, resort to taxes, nor can any 
one say that we should use loans as regular and per- 
manent means to pave, cleanse, light and watch our city. 
If such were to be the case, we shou!d sti.l more con- 
tract our income, and hamper ourselves and posterity. 

There is one particular method—reduce appropria- 
tion No. J, to its old standard. We cannot be called 
upon to expend mere than <0,000 dollars during the en- 
suing year. 
Jast longer—and our paving stones will be the real hard 
Water Pebble, instead of the britile and perishuble Land 
Stone. We must and ought to retrench this branch of 
our public expenditure. 


Northern District No. 3 17,900 





Total 70,055 





The expenditure as above stated was 71,862 03 
In 1829 the whole amount ordered ( and which may 
now be called finished) as appears by a statement of 
the city recording surveyor is as follows, with the num- 

ber of cubic yards of earth dug in each district. 
Cubic yards Square yards 


of earth. of paving. 
Southern District No. 1 11,171 29,545 
Middle District No. 2 9,290 22,1435 
Northern District No. 3 6,927 18,9135 
Square yards 70,608 


Making only 548 more square yards of paving done than 
last year—and the amount now drawn on this appro- 
priation is $80,086 SU, which will certainly be increas- 
ed to 83 and perhaps to 85,000, being from 11 to 13,000 
more than the expenditure of last year. 

These facts show the imperious necessity of constant 
and regular information relative to our expenses, and 
the impolicy of legislating in the dark. Quarterly re- 
ports such as are proposed in this bill, from the city 
commissioners,city clerk, city treasurer and city record- 
ing surveyor, would have put us on our guard, and so 
extravagant a waste of the public money would have 
been prevented. 

Our appropriations are now largely overdrawn, as the 
following statement from the Treasurer’s office will 








| shew.— 
Appropriations overdrawn. 
No. 1. . - - - 15,886 30 
2. - - - . - - 538 25 
4. - . - - - . 1,079 18 
5. - ° . 6,300 77 
9. . . . . . 114 57 
11. - - . - 712 
3. - : . 2,273 64 
21 - : . . - 3,552 77 
ee ee ee 27,752 60 


The paving itself will be done better and | 


Appropriation No. 1, consists of about 20 items in the | 


Commissioners’ accounts, of which hauling gravel and 
paving stone, the pay of labourers and carters and the 
purchase of paving stone, constitute all but a few thou- 
sand dollars. 

In 1828, when the expenditure was $71,862 02 
The hauling gravel and paving stone cost 19,614 99 
The purchase of paving stone 22,861 49 
And the pay of labourers and carters was 24,519 98 

$67,196 46 

Leaving less than 5,000 for the other 17 items. 

In 1828 the number of square yards of paving done 
was as follows: ° 
Southern District No. 1 
Middle District No. 2 





Ore 


28,355 
23,800 


{ 


Which will be increased to between 35 and 40,000, 
before the financial year is closed, all of which must be 
raised by lean, as the appropriations not yet everdrawn 
can aflord no relief. 





o> 


Supposing that the loan will be 
‘Then add already borrowed 


a 


5,000 
3,500 


) 


& 


and it makes 68,500 
borrowed merely for the ordinary expenditures ef the 
present year. 

We have therefore no resources to meet such extrav- 
agant expenditure. A main object of this bill is to pre- 
vent this growing evil and to make the accounts of our 
officers exhibit the state of our concerns more accurate- 
ly and distinctly than has been heretofore done. 


The 1st, 2dand 3d section are copied from similar 
provisions relative tothe Treasurer, and are intended 
to form a record of all monies received by the city com- 
missioners and city clerks. The 4th section takes its 
origin from a dispute relative to a bill or account of 
Thomas Allibone mentioned in the report of the joint 
committee of Paving and-Accounts made to the late 
Councils, and in pursuance of a recommendation made 
by them. The 5th, 6th and 8th sections are particular- 
ly intended to inform councils quarterly of the state of 
our new paving and its cost—specifying particularly the 
cost of each street, with an account of the different 
items of expense making up the same. The 7th sec- 
tion requires quarterly reports from the City Clerk, and 


| the 9th section directs the immediate publication of 


these different accounts and reports for the us¢_ of the 





it 
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Councils and the immediate reference of such accounts 
to the committee of Accounts. 


LEUIGH COUNTY. 


[JANUARY 


Little Lehigh Creek 


_ ns . condi SSR nnnna Ran eaem ESA 


rises in Bucks county and run- 


| ning a south-easterly course receives the water of Cedar 


Mr. R. said in conclusion he could merely suggest | creek and Jordan and falls into the Lehigh river at the 
two improvements which would save money, and in the | borough of Northampton. It is a beautiful stream and 


last one add materially to the comfort of our citizens, 
and particularly of those located west of Broad street. | 
The first was that the digging out and filling up streets | 
preparatory to paving should be done by contract. This | 
can be done in some cases as low as 8 cents per cubic 
yard, and yet it has cost often during the present year, 
six times that sum. The other would be instead of leav- 
ing our unpaved streets west of Broad street merely | 
marked lines on a common, gradually to make them 
good roads by the use of a good plough and oxen and a 
large scraper. ‘lhis could be effected at very little ex- 
pense, and would save heavy expenditure for digging | 


has a number of flour mills upon it; but is navigable on- 


ly about half'a mile from its mouth. 

The Jordan rises at the foot of the Blue Mountain in 
Heidleburg township, andjrunning a very crooked course 
to the S.E. falls into the Little Lehigh about 100 perch- 
es from its mouth. ‘The Jordan and its various branch- 
es turn a great number of mills but is not navigable.— 
The waters of the Jordan are much affected by wet and 
dry seasons, 

Saucon Creek risesin Upper Milford township and 
running north-easterly falls into the Lehigh river on the 
south side about four miles below Bethlehem in North- 


out and filling up when it is deemed expedient to pave | ampton county. The Saucon which gives name to two 
and would add materially to the comfort of our poorer | townships has a number of fine mills but is not navigable. 


fellow citizens to the west. Phil. Gaz. 


Trout Creek rises at the foot of the Blue Mountain, 


[For a table of city expenditures from 1816 to 1828 | and running easterly falls into the Lehigh river about 


see vol.3p. 352 and for a table of taxes for 1829 see vol. 
4, page 265.] 
~~ 
GEOGRAPHICAL NOTES ON LEHIGH CO. 


A friend has placed in our hands a small manu- 
script volume of Geogrsphical notes on Luzerne,Susque- | 
hanna, Northampton and Lehigh counties, written by 
Isaac A. Chapman, Esq. in 1817, in reply to queries ad- | 
dressed to him as a ‘‘contractor,” by N. B. Boileau and 
T. Leach, Esquires—when materials were collecting | 
for the State Maps. The information was very correct at | 
the time, and in the principal particulars will apply to the 
present period. Some towns have of course since ris- 
en up of considerable importance, and parts of the coun- | 
try then a wilderness have yielded, to the industry of | 


an enterprising population, fruitful rewards. We hope | 
to be enabled in pursuance of our plan and by the aid | 
of gentlemen of intelligence in those counties to con- 
tinue the account to the present period. Wecommence 
with Lehigh county. 
LEHIGH COUNTY 

Was erected from the County of Nerthampton on the 
6th March,1812, It is 28 miles long and 15 broad in its 
widest pari ,& contains389 square miles,or 248960 acres. 
The soilof Lehigh County is of an excellent general | 
quality and perhaps two thirds of it 1st quality. It is in 
general much better calculated for grain than for graz- 
ing; wheat and rye are the staple productions. I should 
estimate that seven-tenths of Lehigh County are im- 
proved and the wood-lands although they are the spon-_ 
taneous production of the sei] and are composed prin- | 
cipally of the timber found in the soil by the primitive | 
settlers yet they are cleaned of logs and brushwood,and | 
carefully nursed. Along the foot of the Blue Moun- | 
tain and in a few instances on the South Mountain, there | 
are forests in all the wildness of nature. 

Nine tenths of the County at least are fit or proper for 
oultivation, and there is now,(excepting the two moun- 
tains) as much ofthe land under cultivation as is per-) 


haps proper soto be, making sufficient provision for the 
necessary supply of timber and fuel. 

Lehigh produces no mineral springs, and no mine- 
rals but iron; and that as far as present knowledge ex- 
tends, only in very small quantities, although there are | 
indications of some good beds of ore. 

_ The mountains ot Lehigh Gounty are only two; and | 
lie upon the north and the south boundaries. They are | 
the Blue Mountain upon the north, and the South | 
Mountain or Lehigh hills upon the south; both of which | 
have been described in the preceding notes. | 
ty although not mountainous is very hilly. 

_ ‘The Rivers and Streams of Lehigh County are the | 
following viz—Lehigh River, Little Lehigh, Jordan, 
Saucon, Trout, Antelauny and Ballicts or C@p'ey creeks; | 
Lebigh river bas been perhaps sufficicntiy described in 
tie preceding notes. 


The coun- } 





' fountain. 


| two miles below the Water Gap. Treut creek turns 


several mills, but is not sufficiently large to be navigable. 

Antelauny or Maiden Creek rises in Lynn township, 
and running westerly along the foot of the Mountain 
passes into Berks county and eventually falls into the 
Schuylkill. It has a number of mills but is too small in 
Lehigh County to be navigable. 

Ballicts or Copley Creek rises in North White Hall 
township, and running south-easterly falls into the Le- 
high about five miles above the borough of Northamp- 
ton. It turns several mills but is too small for navigation 
and fails very much in dry seasons. 

The Little Lehigh has a branch called Cedar Creek 
which rises from one large spring in Macungy township 
and turns a large flour mil!, about six perches below the 
This stream in running about three miles 
falls into Little Lehigh. It appears always of the 
same size, not varying with the wet and dry seasons— 
never freezes and the grass which grows to the water 
edge looks green at all seasons of the year, the water 
melting the snow away and keeping it uncovered. 

Some distance N. W. from the fountain of Cedar 
creek, is a stream which runs a course of about three 


| miles and sinks into the earth. It is probable that this 


water is the same which forms Cecar creek fountain, 

A Canal navigation might be formed between the Le- 
high and Schuylkill, by the Jordan and Antelauny; but 
as this work would be expensive, there is no object 
which at present would justify the undertaking. Other 
water communications between the two rivers, I con- 
sider impracticable. 

The Towns and Villages of Lehigh county are the fol- 
lowing viz:—The Borough of Northampton (otherwise 
called Allentown,) Millerstown and Emaus. Northamp- 
ton formerly called Allentown, is situated at the junc- 
tion of the Jordan and Little Lehigh creeks about half 
a mile from the Lehigh river. The town is situated up- 
op high ground, commanding a fine view of the sur- 
rounding country. The town was laid out before the 


erection of Northampton county,by William Allen Esq. 
from whom it received its name; and except Nazareth 


is the oldest town above the south mountain and east of 
the Schuylkill river, Its form is a square with the streets 


_at right angles and a public square nearly in the centre. 


It contains a large elegant Court House, built of hewn 
limestone, a spacious prison of the same materials, two 
churches, and 112 dwelling houses besides shops and 
other out houses. Northampton was erected into a 
Borough,March 18th,1811. 

On the main road to Bethlehem and in view of the 
town is an elegant Chain Bridge over the Lehigh river 
consisting of two loops and two half loops and suspend- 
ed by fourchains. The bridge is 230 feet long and 30 


‘wide. ‘There are also excellent stone bridges over the 


Lehigh andthe Jordan. Here is a Bank called the 
Northampton Bank. 


Millerstown is a Village situated at the foot of the 


dt; Mae 
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South Mountain on a small branch of Little Lehigh in 
the township of Macungy. It is about nine miles S.W. 
of Northampton. 

Emaus is a Moravian village situate at the foot of the 
South Mountain in the township of Salsbury. It is a 


post town—built upon one street and is about five miles | 


S.S.W. from Nofthampton. I should estimate the pop- 
ulation of these villages as follows:— 


Northampton : ° - - *750 
Millerstown - - - - 100 
Emaus - - - - - 100 


Lehigh County is at present divided into the follow- 
ing townships— 





Upper Saucon Macungy 
Upper Milford Lowhill 
Salsbury Heidleburg 
Northampton Weissenburg 
North Whitehall Lynn. 

South Whitehall Tt 











*In 1829, 322 taxables or 1610 Inhabitants. 
1 Now Hanover. 


HistoricaL NOTES RELATING TO 
LANCASTER COUNTY. 
[CoMMUNICATED FOR THE ReGIsTER. | 


1728. Patrick Gordon, Governor of the Province of 
Pennsylvania. 


A question arose in the General Assembly as to the | 


expediency of permitting Foreigners of a different lan- 
guage, customs, and singular religions to reside en lands 


in the province. The committee to whom the subject | 
was referred, reported as follows—‘“That they had | 


made diligent inquiry into the behaviour of the Ger- 
mans, and are informed thata considerable number have 


purchased, and honestly paid for, the lands upon which | 


they are settled; and that they pay their taxes very rea-| 
dily, and area very sober and honest people, both in 


ER COUNTY. a4 


| 

| his name was written were rejected because the tickets 
| contained but three names instead of four. The House 
of Assembly Resolved “That a ticket containing a less 
number of names than by law directed, be a bad ticket.” 
Andrew Galbraith was accordingly received asa sitting 
member; but George Stuart dying, John Wright was 
elected to supply his vacancy. 

1734. Episcopal Church built in Conestoga, fifteen 
miles from Lancaster. 

Seat of justice removed from Postlewaite’s to Lan- 
| caster—which Hamilton laid out at the request of the 

proprietaries. 

1739. The Presbyterians with their respective Min- 
isters. represented to the General Assembly that they 
had been educated according to the doctrine, worship, 
and government of the Church of Scotland; that they 
are excluded from all offices, and from giving evidence 
in the Courts of Justice, from a ceremony, which in 
their opinion was contrary to the word of God, “kissing 
the book,” and that’a law may be passed authorizing them 
to take an oath without such form. A law was passed 
accordingly. 

1742. A number of Germans stated to the General 
Assembly, as follows: “They had emigrated from Eu- 
rope by an invitation from the Proprietaries; they had 
been brought up and were attached to the *Omish Doc- 
| trines, and were conscientiously scrupulous against ta- 
| king oaths—they therefore cannot be naturalized agree- 


_ ably to the existing law. A law was made in conformi- 
| ty to their request. 


1743. George Thomas, Governor. 


An election was held this year to supply the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Thomas Linley. The Irish 
compelled the Sheriff to receive such tickets as they 
approved, and make a return accordingly. 

The following resolution was passed in Assembly— 
Resolved, That the Sheriff having assumed upon him- 
self the power of being sole judge at the late election, 
exclusive of the Inspectors chosen by the people, free- 





their religious and civil duties.” 

1729. Lancaster county was erected out of part of 
Chester. The German settlers, in consequence of the 
new county being formed, applied to the proper au-| 
thority for leave to enjoy the rights and privileges of Bri- | 


tish subjects: which was granted. ‘The law contains | 
their names; the petition is signed by Emanuel Zim- | 
merman (now Carpenter) on behalf of others. 

A large number of Irish emigrants settle at Piquea.— | 
Also of Welsh. | 

John Wright, Thomas Edwards, James Mitchel, and | 
Thomas Kead, were returned new Members from the | 
county of Lancaster. 

1729. ‘Three hundred pounds in bills of credit were | 
lent by the Governor to the County Commissioners for | 
building a Prison and Court-House at Postlewaites, (a- | 
bout five miles from the present seat of justice. ) 

1730. A further sum of three hundred pounds, free | 
of interest, was lent for the same purpose, 

Stephen Atkinson built a Fulling Mill at a great ex- 
pense. But the inhabitants on the upper part of the 
creek, assembled and pulled down the dam on the Con- | 
estoga, as it prevented them from rafting, and getting | 
their usual supply of fish. Mr. Atkinson altered his dam | 
with a twenty feet passage for boats and fish. 

1731. A great excitement was caused throughout | 
the entire settlements, in consequence of three Indians, 
who had been shamefully murdered by the settlers on | 
Swatara creek. This creek was called aftera town in| 
Ireland, by Mr. Patterson, one of the original settlers. 

1732. A violent contest for Member of Assembly | 


} 


men of the said county of Lancaster, is illegal, unwar- 
rantable, and an intringement of the liberties of the peo- 
ple of the Province; that it gave just cause for discon- 
tent to the inhabitants of said county; that if any distur- 
bance followed thereupon, it is justly imputed to his 


| own misconduct. 


Resolved further, That the Sheriff of Lancaster coun- 
ty be admonished by the Speaker. 

The Sheriff attended, and being admonished, promi- 
sed he would take care and keep the law in future. He 


also altered the return, and Samuel Blunston was en- 
abled to take his seat. 


Note. The Proprietaries, in consequence of the fre- 
quent disturbances between the German and Irish set- 
tlers, after the organization of York and Cumberland, 
gave orders to their agents to sell no lands in either 


| York or Lancaster counties to the Irish; and also to make 


advantageous offers of removal to the Irish settlers on 
Paxton and Swatara, and Donegal township, to remove 
to Cumberland county—which offer being liberal, was 
accepted by many. 

1744. Murhancellin, an Indian Chief, murdered John 
Armstrong and his two men on Juniata, and was ap- 
prehended by Captain Jacx’s party, but released after 


| a confinement of several months in Lancaster prison. 


A treaty was made with the Indians in Lancaster by 


Conrad Weiser. 


John Musser complained to the Governor that the In- 
dians barked his Walnut trees, which stood in the town, 





*The Omish wear beards like the Dunkards; but 


took place between Andrew Galbraith and JohnWright. | have no places of worship, always retiring to a private 
Mrs. Galbraith rode throughout the town at the head of | place, far from interruption, when inclined to pray.— 
a numerous band of horsemen, friends of her husband. | The Sheriff received orders from the Governor not to 
In consequence of her activity, her husband was elect- | summon the Omish as jurors, as they thought it right to 
ed. John Wright contested the seat of Andrew Gal-| acquit,rather than be instrumental in depriving a fellow 
braith, on the ground that a number of tickets on which | creature cither of liberty or life. 
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i) LANCASTER COUNTY. 


to cover their cabins with; and required six pounds as 
damages. ‘lhe Assembly gave him three pounds. 

1745. The Episcopal Church was completed in part 
this year. 

Lancaster was laid out aga town in the year 1728, and 
the first German Lutheran Church and School-House 
were builtin the year 1734. 

In the year 1745, the German pastor of the Lutheran 
Church united a portion of his congregation with the 
Moravian. <A great ferment was excited among the 
Lutherans. he Lutherans told the Governor they 
were compelled cither to hear « doctrine which they 
did not approve, or resign their Church. ‘The Govern- 
or told them he could not interfere, that the law would 
protect them in their rights. 

The “dark swamp,” in the centre of Lancaster, was 
attempted to be cleared from wood, and a drain made 
tocarry off the water. 

1749. James Webb complained to the General As- 
sembly of the undue election and return of a Member 
from Lancaster county, and praying redress. 

It was given in evidence before the Assembly that, 


[JanuanY 


an early period by the name of the ‘*Chesnut Glade.”’ 
' ‘the Germans purchased their little improvements, and 


were not intimidated either by the difficulty of clearing, 
the want of water, and the liability to frost which at this 
period was experienced every month in the year. Sev- 


eral valuable mills were built, but altho’ very necessary 


for the settlement,they became a subject of much irrita- 


| tion among the farmers on the waters of theConestoga,as 


appears from a petition presented to the General Assem- 


| bly, stating, “that Michael Garber, Sebastian Graff, and 
| Hans Christy, erected three large dams on Conestoga 


a 


| 


Creek, to the great injury and detriment of the settlers 
on its banks ; that said Creek flows about thirty miles 
through a woody and fertile country, of a width about 
250 feet, well calculated for boats and rafts, of wood ; 
that the price of wood in Lancaster is raised to 10s. a 
load for oak and 15s. for hickory ; that before the dams 


' were built, wood was lower, and they had an abundant 


supply ; before any dams were built shad, salmon, and 
rock fish were in abundance, and in the tributary streams 


| plenty of trout; before the water was dammed up, the 


the election had been conducted in a violent and unbe- | 


coming manner; that votes liad been received by per- 
sons unauthorized to receive the same, and particularly 
two by Christian Herr, one of the Inspectors; that ma- 


ny persons voted as often as four, five, six and even ten | 


times; that one of the candidates who was elected, en- 
couraged them, and although there had not been one 
thousand persons upon the ground, yet two thousand 
three hundred votes had been received. 


country was free from pestilential fevers, and from dis- 
eases of every kind; that in consequence of the damming 


‘of the water, the country along the Conestoga is visited 


by an autumnal fever, and that which was formerly heal- 
thy is now become unhealthy: They, therefore,pray that 
the Assembly pass a Law requiring the Sheriff to remove 


said dams, as there would be left no less than ten good 
Grist Mills, all in the distance of five miles from the 


The Heuse Resolved —**That the election be confirm- | 


ed, and the officers be admonished and censured by 
the Speaker. Accordingly the officers who had con- 
ducted the election, were admitted into the House, and 
severely censured for their misconduct. 

1751. In pursuance of a resolution passed at a large 
and respectable meeting of the freemen of Lancaster 
county, inthe town of Lancaster, it was stated that a 


town of Lancaster.” 

Norse.—The owners of said dams altered them so as 
to remove many of the causes of complaint. 

1764. John Penn, Governor. 

On the fourteenth day of December, the town of Lan- 
caster was thrown into some confusion and alarm from 
the accounts received from Conestoga Manor, of thirty 
horsemen well mounted and equipped with arms, having 


, attacked the town of Conestoga Manor, and murdered 


number of the settlers had severely suifered, both from | 


the hardships uf a new settlement and the hostility of 
the Indians—and therefore, be it Resolyed, ‘What a 
House of Employment be provided for the industrious, 
in indigent circumstances. And the building was ac- 
cordingly erected by the benevolent spirit which dispo- 
sed all sects and all countries to contribute their aid for 
so excellent a purpose. 

A farm was procured, and farming implements provi- 


ded; also manufacturing articles for the encouragement | 


of honest but indigent industry. 
soon remarkable for the excellence of its slockings,made 
in that establishment. 

1758. 
verely by the badness of the road, which in the fall and 


Lancaster became | 


The freemen of the county having suffered se- | 


spring was impassable, therefore complained to the As- | 


sembly,of the great injury done them, in requiring them 


to attend the Supreme Court in the city of Philadelphia, | 


and requesting a County Court in lieu thereof. 
1759. 
country by Indian cruelties and French hostilities, a 
barracks was erected this year in the town of Lancaster, 
to contain five hundred men for the security of this val- 
uable part of the Province. Mr, Bausman was appoint- 
ed Barrack Master. 
1760. Lancaster county-—436,346 acres of Land. 
5,635 Taxables, £1 2s. Od. each taxed. 
Amount of Tax, £6178 10s, Od. 
1763. The rapid growth of the ceunty by large and 


six unoffending Indians, the rest being from home, and 
having destroyed the town by fire, returned to their p]a- 
ces of abode. ‘The surviving Indians flew to Lancaster 
and applied for protection, and the Justices placed them 
in the House of Correction for security. 

Oct. 27th. Fifty men with faces blackened, armed and 
mounted, entered suddenly the town, rode ina gallop to 
the jail door, placed a guard without its walls, then a 
party burst inte the prison, and murdered fourtecn In- 
dians, which being accomplished, they rode off as hasti- 
ly for Paxton. 

Oct. SUth. A very large number of mounted men with 
arms, from Donegal and Paxton assembled, for the pur- 
pose of marching to Philadelphia and massacreing the 
Indians there in the Barracks ; but on hearing of their 
intention, the Magistrates of Philadelphia surrounded the 
Barracks with a strong military force, and the cruel de- 
signs of the Paxton Boys was relinquished. 

1764, Samuel Ekerlin, of Cocalico township, in the 


| County of Lancaster, and member of the religious socie- 


In consequence of the distracted state of the | 


ty of Dunkers, held one hundred and eighty acres of Iand 
in trust for their use and benefit. Henry Miller applied 


' to him for the deed to himself, but Samuel Ekerlin re- 


fused, saying however, he would have no objection te 
convey the land to Trustees for the common and sole 
use of said Society of Dunkers, but would not execute 


/any deed for any other purpose or to any other person 


i 


| 


| or persons. 


1765. The Presbyterians put up a large Meeting- 
house under the direction of the building committee, 


extensive clearings, made each year by enterprising | William Montgomery, John Craig, and James Davis. 


emigrants frem Germany, Holland, and Ireland, induced 
also many of the worthless, idle, and dissolute to follow, 
and therefore compelled the honest settlers to build a 


} 


} 


| 
j 


1769. The Episcopal Church had an addition made to 
it this year. 
The German Reformed Church was completed this 


House of Correction for the punishment of the vicious. | year. 


A large number of Scotch Irish, in consequence of 


the limestone land being liable to frost and heavily 


weoded, seated themselves along the northern line of 
the countics of Chester and Lancastcr, well known at | 


} 


Several other religious denominations are mentioned 
as being in prosperous circumstances—the Society of 
Friends, Roman Catholics, and Baptists. 

1772. Persons conscientiously scrupulous of swearing 


ats Seal 


ded Gel 


eR pe 
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by the Book, or taking an affirmation, asked the Assem | Mr. Price prese nted the proceedings of a large and 
bly to pass a Law that they may swear by the uplifted | respeciable mecting of citizens, friendly to the propo- 
hand, as is the practice in Scotland. sal to remove the market wagons from Second to Sixth 
1830. At this period are to be seen frequently, mem- | street. Referred to market committee. 

bers of the Omish faith, with their long beards, from Mr. Price presented a petition from sundry citizens, 
which circumstance they are apt to be called Dunkards, | praying for the paving of Crab street, running from Gas- 
but there are no Munkers now remaining. ‘the Omish | kill to Cedar street, between Fourth and Fifth. Refer- 
still adhere to their original habits. They have no} red to paving committee. 

Churches—on Sunday they meet in each others houses The market committee, to which was referred the pe- 
for the purpose of praying. They are in general oppo- | tition of citizens praying for the removal of the market 
sed to educating their youth. ‘They are ionest, sober, | carts from Decatur street, reported that the said street 
industrious, diligent and quict, and make the best of | was the most convenient stand for the carts of persons 
neighbours, as they do not interfere with a neighbours | attending the market between Fifth and Sixth streets. 
comforts. Mr. Price, from the special committee on the subject, 


made a report accompanied by a bill providing for the 











PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS | appointment of an additional number of public vaccine 
Th : ke B aa D, QAI om physicians. The bill was ordered to be printed. 
hursday Evening, Dec. 2Ath. 


A petition was received from Bowley and Weaver, 
Puitapetrura, Dec. 25d, 1829. stating that they have erected fifteen houses on: Ninth 
Joshua Percival, Esq. President of the Common Council. | street, between Cedar and Shippen, and praying that 
Dear Sir—I beg leave through you to present to the | they may be allowed to introduce the Schuylkill Water 
Common Council of the City of Philadelphia, five copies | into the same, they laying the pipes, and paying the 
of a Map of the termination of the Pennsylvania Rail | same water rent as the inhabitants of the Northern Lib- 
Road, which has been prepared under my direction, and | ertics. Referred to the watering commitiee, with pow- 
at the expense of some gentlemen who are interested in | er to act as they may deem fit. 
the final location of that important state work. An ordinance was passed to supply deficiencies in the 
This Map exhibits the various routes which have been | appropriations for the year. 
examined and traced under the authority and direction| Another ordinance was passed, providing for a sewer 
of the two Boards of Canal Commissioners, and the lo- | in High street east of Front street, and for altering the 
cation of the rail road adopted by the late board, which | eastern front of the Fish Market. 
crossec the river Schuylkill below Peters’ Island, and Councils took into consideration, the following report 
without injury to private property, passing through | and resolutions. 
Penn Township would afford to the inbabitants and| The Sclect Council passed the resolutions. The Com- 
owners of property therein, an equal opportun.ty to use | mon Council laid them onthe table. Some members 
and partake et its benefits and conveniences, terminated | expressed an opinion, that altering the building in the 
at the intersection of Broad and Vine strects in the city | manner proposed, would cost much more than the arch- 
of Philadelphia. itect estimated. 


The recent report of the present Board of Canal Com-| To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phila 
missioners, by which the rail road is recommended to delphia. 


proceed from the foot of the inclined plane along the | The Committce onthe State House or Independence 
west bank of Schuylkill, and to cross the river at Fair | Square, respectfully Report: 
Mount, thus rejecting the location of the late board, may That they have received proposals from the Marshal 
make it necessary that an examination of the effects of | of the United States for this District, to lease for a peri- 
this change on the interests of the city of Philadelphia | od of 10 years, the upper rooms of the State House, pro- 
shall take place. This Map may be found useful in such | vided they shall be prepared fora Court Room and offi- 
an investigation. | ces for the Clerk and Marshal, at an annual rent of 600 
Lam your obedient servant, dollars for the first 6 years, and 1500 per annum for the 
RICHARD PETERS. succeeding 4 years, making an average rent of 960 dol- 
Mr. Johnson presented a petition, which with the| lars. A plan and estimate have been procured from 
names attached was thirly six feet long, praying for the | Mr. Haviland, by which it appears that the cost of the 
removal of the market wagons, from Second street to | necessary alteration will amount to 1676 dollars. Your 
Sixth. The petition is similar in its tenor to that which | Committee considering this a desirable appropriation of 
| 





we published in our last proceedings of Councils. the property, beg leave te recommend the following 

Mr. Baker presented a petition, praying that Eighth | resolutions. 
street may be made a stand for the venders of country Resolved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
produce, and not Sixth. the Mayor of the City be, and he is hereby authorized 

Mr. Price presented a remonstrance from 1450 citi- | to affix the seal of the city to a lease, to be prepared 
zens against removing the market carts from Second | under the direction of the Committee on the State 
street to Sixth. House and Independence Square, between the Mayor, 

Mr. Price presented a remonstrance from several hun- | Aldermen and Citizens of Philadelphia and John Con- 
dred farmers, against the removal of the market wagons | rad, Marshal of the United States, conformably to pro- 
from Second to Sixth street.—These petitions were re-| posals made by him for leasing the upper rooms of the 
ferred to the market committee. State House. 

Mr. Massey presented a petition from sundry citizens | Reselved by the Select and Common Councils, that 
praying that Chesnut street fiom Front to Third, may | the Committee on the State House and Independence 
be repaved early inthe ensuing spring. Referred to | Square, be and they are hereby authorized to have the 
paving committee. | upper rooms of the State House altered agreeably to a 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition praying that Sheaff} plan of Mr. J. Haviland, now submitted, or in such man- 
street may be paved. Referred to paving committee. | nerasthe Committee may think best, for a Court Reom 

Mr. Johnson presented a petition from sundry citizens | and adjoining offices, and that the expense thereof be 
praying that additional openings may be made into | charged to appropriation No. 14. 

ashington Square. rT i 
square tare Referred to committee on the) 7, she Select and Common Councils of Philadelphia. 

Mr. Price presented a petition from sundry citizens | The Remonstrance of the Subscribers, Citizens of Phil- 
praying that a stand for vending flour and meal may be | adelphia, Respectfully showeth, 
established in"the Market between Fifth and Seventh | That they have learned with equal surprise and re- 
streets. Referred to market committee. ' gret, that Petitions have been presented to your honor- 
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le enone: 





| 
able bodies, praying for an entireremoval of the Market | 
Wagens from Second Street to Sixth Street, grounded | 
upon reasons and statements which your remonstrants | 
believe to be fallacious. | 

From the language of the Petitions, it would seem as | 

if Second Street was the only stand for Market wag- | 
ons, and that the western part of our city was entirely | 
unprovided with similar ones, which is not the case, as | 
appears by the following enumeration of such stands as | 
are now authorised by the existing ordinances of the | 
Corporation. 

1. The east and west sides of Front street, from Ches- | 
nut to Arch street; and the west side of Front from 
Arch to Race street. 

2. Second street, from Vine to Spruce street, attach- | 
edto the High street Market; and from Spruce to 
Pine street, attached to the Second street Market. | 

3. Third street, from Market to Race street. 

6. Market street, from Eighth street to the Old Cen- | 


tre Square, | 
‘ Your Remonstrants further represent that Second 
street has been proved by long experience to be pecu- | 
liarly calculated for a stand, and the reason is evident | 
when it is considered that this street connects the North | 
and South Markets in Second street, with our principal | 
Market in High street. 

Vhe nature of its population—the ready access to it 
frum the North and South, from which the produce is | 
principally brought for sale—its vicinity to the water, | 
and its numereus shops for the accommodation of people | 
from the country, point it out as the most eligible stand 
—and such has been the opinion of all preceding coun. | 
cils—The last ordinance extending its limits was passed | 
so late as the 27th January, 1825. 

Your remonstrants are surprised that Sixth st. should | 
be recommended as a proper stand for country wagons, | 
which, if occupied as Second street is at present, would | 
interfere witb our courts of justice and public buildings, | 
and extremely destroy the beauty and utility of those | 
noble public squares on which so much money has been 
and is annually expended. 


oravle bodies not to grant the prayer of the petitioners, | 


but to allow the Market Stands to remain as they are 
now established by Law. 





Thursday Evening, Dec. 31st. 
Mr. Hale presented the following — 


The Watering committee who were directed by a 
resolution of the Select and Common Councils, of the 
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the western bank of the river until a short distance a- 
bove the Upper Ferry Bridge, from whence it crosses 
the river obliquely by a bridge of six spans, two of 90 
feet, and four of 103 feet, with five piers set in the thread 
of the stream; and it is then carried through the bridge 
property, and at the distance of 26 chains it turns and 
continues on the eastern front of the Schuylkill, and 


| passing through the eastern abutment of the Permanent 


Bridge terminates one chain south of it. It would there- 
fore appear not to be the intention of the Canal Com- 


| missioners to extend the benefits of the Ruil Road to the 


centre of the city and the Delaware front,nor to the ad- 
joining districts, but to confine them exclusively to a 


| small portion of the water front of the Schuylkill. This 


route has never received the approbation of any engineer in 
the service of the state. 

The route originally located by Major Wilson, and 
subsequently reviewed and approved by Messrs. Rob- 


| inson, Hopkins and Douglass, crosses at Peters’ Island 


by abridge of 7 spans and 824 feet between the abut- 
ments, and passes into the bed of the Union Canal.— 
The main line is continued to the intersection of Vine 
and Broad streets, and a branch line diverging at the 


| Four Nation’s Hotel, turns into the direction of Fair 


Mount street, and passes along the Western front of the 
City, and through the eastern abutment of the Perma- 
nent Bridge, and terminates also to the Southward of it. 
The WateringCommittee think that the comparative me- 
rits of these two routes cannot be better expressed than 
in the language of the Engineers of the state. Major 
Douglass says, ‘‘comparing these two lines with regard 
to the expense, we find from the estimates given, a bal- 
ance of 33,018 30 dolls. in favour of that which crosses 
at Peters’ Island. With regard to distance, the same 
line has the advantage of 14.40 cliains, in reaching 
Broad street, and of 20.40 in reaching the Permanent 
Bridge. In point of rise and fall, it has also the adyan- 
tage by thirty-four feet on the line to Broad street.— 
Lastly, in point of convenience for connection with the 
various localities of the City, it is thought ‘also to have 


| the advantage, as conforming more nearly with the 
Your remonstrants therefore humbly pray your hon. | 


| views already suggested on this point, and particularly 
' being more apart from the ordinary travel of the 
| streets.” 

Messrs. Robinson, Hopkins, and Wilson, say—‘‘we 
| conclude by stating what we presume has been already 
| inferred, that the line adopted by the Board of Canal 
| Commissioners, (the former Board,) crossing opposite 
Judge Peters’, and following the bed of the old Union 
Canal, with the change in its graduation proposed, pre- 
| sents in our opinion, the most eligible and least expen- 


24th instant, to make a full inquiry into the probable ef. | 
fects of the route for the Philadelphia and Columbia Rail | 
Road proposed by the Canal Commissioners, on the gen- | 
eral interests of the city, and particularly on eur estab- | 
lishment at Fair Mount, and to report the result there- | 
of with such measures as they may deem expedient to 
be adopted, at the next meeting of Councils,” 
REPORT — 
That they have made as full inquiry into the subject | 
referred to their consideration, as the short time allow- 
ed them would permit, and the result of it they will | 
briefly lay before Councils. 
The first object proposed by the resolution, was the | 
probable effect of the route proposed by the present | 
Board of Canal Commissioners on the general interests | 
of the city. The route recommended by the Canal Com.- | 
missioners for the termination of the Railway, is one sur- | 
veyed by Maj. Douglass under the orders of the Board | 


of the 11th and 21st August last, and commences “from | 
the inclined plane near the farm of the late Judge Pe- | 
ters and extends down the western side of the river Schuyl- | 
kill to a point near Fair Mount, thence across the said riv- | 
er and down its eastern side to sloop navigation between | 
Market and Chesnut streets.”” Upon examining the re- | 
port of Major Douglass and the map accompanying this | 
report, your committee find that the line continues on. 


|sive route to the City, and at and near its point of 


termination, offers as many facilities for an extensive dis- 
tribution of, and consequently a full and free competi- 
tion for the trade of the Columbia Rail Road, by branch 
Rail Roads, as any one locality can combine.” 

A more decided expression of opinion could not have 


| been given by these distinguished Engincers. 


The Watering Committee think it, however, their du- 
ty to present their views of the effect of the two routes 
on the general interest of the city. The route by the 
western side jt appears by the Report of Major Doug- 
lass must cross at Fair Mount or not at all, as hisdecided 
disapprobation of the erection of a bridge between the 
Upper Ferry and Permanent Bridges, leaves this as the 
dernier resort of the advocates of the western side of the 
Schuylkill. If, as weshall see hereafter, this plan of a 
bridge at Fair Mount is not feasible without a vast de- 


| struction of public and private interest, then the Rail- 


way on the western bank of the river must be exclu- 
sively confined to that side, and must terminate on a 
comparatively uninhabited and unimpreved shore, in- 
stead of in the heart of a populous district of nearly 
200,000 inhabitants. Such a location might suit the in- 
terests of a few individuals, owners of property on the west- 
ern bank, but would injure vitally the interests of the 
City and districts, and jeopardise the great advantages 
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expected by our fellow citizens in the interior from a | 
successful completion of this great state work: the ob- | 
ject of which is to introduce by the best and cheapest | 
‘neans to the best and most profitable market, the vari- | 
ous productions of their soil and industry. Supposing | 
it to pass at Fair a the line now recommended by | 
the board, terminates nearly two miles from the Dela- 
ware front, and confines the whole tra.le that may cross, 
to the sparsely settled front of the Schuylkill. ‘The lo- 
cition on the western bank is in fact a private not a pub- 
dic concern; and if it is needed, private capital assuming 
the shape of an incorporated company, can easily be 
found to complete it. 

The route on the eastern side passes along a levelled 
track through the heart of Penn ‘Township, strikes into | 
Spring Garden, and terminates at the intersection of 
Vine and Broad streets. From different parts of this 
route, branch railways can be readily taken to accom- | 


| 
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of water. The ground owned by the city at Fair Mount 
contain about 30 acres. 

There are now S finished Reservoirs on the Hill, which 
is 98 feet above high water mark, which occupy about 


6 acres. Gallons. 
No. 1 contains 3,917,659 
No.2 do 3,296,434 
No.S do 2,707,295 

Gallons, 9,921,388 

Reservoir No. 4, which is now erecting, will 

contain about 10,000,000 
and occupy also about six acres of ground, 
and the estimated cost of it is 50,000 dolls, 

Total contents 19,921,388 





* The iron mains and pipes which distribute the water 


modate the flourishing districts of Spring Garden, the | from the Reservoirs laid in the city to Dec. 31, 1829, 


Northern Liberties and Kensington—it can also be te | 
ken to any part of our city plat, and by conducting a 


amounted to 56 miles. 


The whole cost of the last Water Works, including 


line through the centre of Broad street; it will also suit | laying pipes and mains, with the expense of the former 


our fellow citizens in Moyamensing and Southwark, who | 
will have their share of the trade of the interior by this 
noble improvement. Our western front will also be 
supplied by their branch as before described. ‘The Wa- | 
tering Committee are therefore decidedly of opinion | 
that the route proposed by the present Board of Canal 

Commissioners by the way of Fair Mount would be | 
highly injurious to the interests of the City and the | 
State, and that the route by Peters’ Island is the only | 
proper mode of terminating the Columbia and Phila- | 
delphia Rail Road. 


Your committee will next proceed to consider its ef- 
fectson our establishment at Fair Mount, a short de- 
scription of these works and their cost will better ena- | 
ble Councils to judge of its operation on them. 


“In the year 1799, Councils sensible of the importance | 


1829, is 


Making fhe total cost of allthe works 


340 feet between the abutments. 


works, and these works from August, 1812, to Dec. 31, 
1,307,081 32 


1,783,643 74 
From which deduct estimated loss by 
works abanduned, 500,000 U0 
And it leaves 1,283,643 74 
‘The cost of the works now in use, with Iron Pipes, 








Reservoirs, &c. included. 


W hat will be the effect of the contemplated Bridge 


and Rail Road at Fair Mount on this valuable property? 


The river at the Upper Ferry Bridge is contracted to 
The contemplated 
Bridge begins a short distance above on the Western 
Bank, crosses the marsh below it, and terminates on the 


Bridge property at Fair Mount on the Eastern side.— 
There are to be 6 spans and 5 piers and 2 abutments. 
The piers cannot be safely less than 28 feet, as they 
will be sunk in the water 23 feet deep, and they are 


ofa supply of water to the city appointed a committee 
to ascertain whether it could be introduced by means 
of water power, and whether sich power was to be 


found within a reasonable distance of the city, and to re- 
port on the subject.” 

Mr. Latrobe was employed by the committee and af- | 
ter considerable pains it was believed that no water 
power could be had adequate tothe purpose,and Coun- 
cils finslly decided upon constructing two steam en- | 
gines, the one cn Chesnut street (Schuylkill,) and the 
other in the Centre Square; and by these means to | 
supply the City with water from the Schuylkill.” 

hese works cost 275,861 91)! 





‘fin the course of a few years these works were found | 
insufficient and very expensive, which induced Coun- | 
cils once more to look for a more frugal means of sup- } 
ply.” The consequence was the erection of two steam | 
engines and works at Fair Mount, ana the raising of the | 
water at that spot: 
‘These engines and works cost 200,700 32 | 


The constant and great expense attending steam en- | 
gines and the vexation occasioned by repeated acci- 
dents, induced the Watering Committee to propose the 
present method of raising the water by water power, 
which was adopted and the present works were accord- 
ingly erected. 

These works consist of a Dam across the Schuylkill, 
of which the height of fall at high water is 6 feet 6 inch- 
es. The overfall part of the dam is 1204 feet long, and 
the mound dam 212 feet, making together 1416 feet 
from shore to shore. 

The mill buildings containing the wheels and pumps | 
are 238 feet front by 56 deep, and contain apertures for | 
8 wheels, and pumps opening into the forebay between | 
the mill buildings and the hill. 

There are now 4 wheels and pumps put up and in| 
use, and of course room for 4 more 


Fach pump raises in 24 hours about 1,200,909 gallons | 


Vou, Vy 4 





| water below the Dam was on a level! with it. 


to be carried 22 feet above the water line, making 45 
feet in height. 
at this point from 80 to 100 feet but u short distance below 
| our works, aud where the river is but 400 feet wide.— 


This will, of course, narrow the river 


Past experience supplies us with ample materials to 


foretell the inevitable and fatal consequences of stich an 


obstruction, tn February, 1822, the water rose 19 feet 
5 inches at the Falls of Schuylkill, and was 8 feet 11 
inches perpendicular on the Dam at Fair Mountand the 
What 
would have been the effect of a rail way bridge at that 
time cutting off a fifth of the natural channel of the riv- 
er below the Dam? 

Tuis freshet if the works had been in operation, would 
have rendered them entirely useless for 24 hours with- 
out such an impediment. A common ice freshet in Feb- 
ruary, 1829, of 4 feet, stopped the water wheel for 18 
hours, and the ordinary full moon tides stop them 6, 
hours in the 24. 

A rail-way bridge must greatly increase this evil, and 
in the opinion of our scientific superintendent, Mr.Fred- 
erick Graff, “‘ will in part if not effectually destroy a 

ublic work which has cost the city upwards of a million 
of dollars.” 

The watering committee think it unnecessary to state 
more fully the reasons upon which this opinion is found- 
ed, as they are detailed at length by Mr. Graff in a let- 
ter attached to this report. Even a temporary stoppage 
of the water would expose us to all the horrors of con- 
flagration without the means of relief, and deprive us of 

Nore.—* The iron pipes laid in the Districts to Dec. 
31, 1829, amount to 19 miles, which with 36 miles in 
the City, m:ke 55 miles of iron pipes supplied from the 
reservoirs at Fair Mount. 
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a most necessary element, upon which all classes of citi- 


zens depend for the ordinary purposes of life. The 
works ure superior to any similar ones in the civilized 
world, and do honor to the enterprize of Philadelphia, 
and .your committee cannot for a moment suppose the 
Legislature of the State will place them at the mercy of 


a rash experiment which may, nay will destroy the com- 
forts of 200,000 people. 


The Watering Committee are conscious that after the } 


liberal protection extended to these works by the Le- 
gislature in 1829, that it will not be permitted in 1830 
to erect a bridge in this spot which wiildo such vast 
injury to the community. 

Your committee have with some surprise observed 
that there is no estimate of the damages to be sustain- 
ed by the city by this location of the bridge and road. 
‘The almost incalculable injury to the works which will 


be sustained, together with the damages the Schuylkill | 


canal and works may sustain,and which the city by cun- 


tract is bound to pay, your committee have thought | 
should fairly enter into the calculation of the cost of | 


this route, 
In conclusion, the Watering Committee trust and be- 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


[JaNUARY 


west end of Church Alley may be re-paved. Referred 

to Paving Committee, with power to act as they may 

dleem fit. 

Mr. ‘Troth presented a memorial from sundry citizens 
praying Councils to use their influence in favor of the 
route fur the Rail Road recommended by the State En- 
gineers, and in opposition to that recommended by the 
Canal Commissioners. 

Mr. Jolinson presented the following :— 

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of 
John S. Furey; a Tax Collector for 1828, Report, 
That they have taken the subject of his petition into 

| consideration, and are of opinion, that under all the 

circumstances of his case, the claim of interest should 
be released. They, however, wish it to be distinctly 

understood, that this ought not to be considered as a 

precedent for future cases. 

Ti-ey accordingly, offer the following resolutions for 
the consideration of Councils. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the claim of interest from John S. Furey, a Tax Collec- 
| tor for 1828, be, and the same is hereby relinquished; 
and, that the Mayor be, and is hereby requested, upon 


lieve that the same liberal spirit which was manifested | payment of a'l the costs of suit, and being satisfied, that 
in the location of the western canal so as to suit the con-; the principal sum due has been fully discharged, to 
venience of our western sister Pittsburg,will be display- | cause satisfaction to be entered on the judgements ob- 
ed towards her eastern sister Philadelphia in the termi- | tained against the said John S. Furey, and his sureties. 
nation and location of this Railway. The resolution was adopted. 
They offer for consideration the following resolutions: | It was resolved to proceed to the election of a City 
Resolved, By the Select and Common Councils,— | Treasurer and of Directors of the Public Schools at the 
That in their opinion the location of the Philadelphia | first stated meeting in January. 
and Columbia Rail Road recommended by the present An ordinance to authorize the appointment of an ad- 
Board of Canal Commissioners would be greatly inju- | ditional number of vaccine physicians, was passed by 
rious to the interests of the City and the State, and des- | each Council. but it being discovered afier adjournment, 
tructive to the valuable property owned by the city at | that the copy of the bili which had been passed by the 


Fairmount and the water works thereon erected. 
Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That Councils 
do most cordially approve of the proposed route for the 
Railway crossing at Peters’ Island and terminating at 
the intersection of Vine and Broad streets, with a branch 
railway to accommodate the eastern front of the Schuyl- 
kill as best calculated to promite the interests cf the 


city and adjoining districts, and of the commonwealth. | 


Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the Presi- 


dents of Councils be and they are hereby requested to | 


cause to be prepared memorials to the Senate and House 
of Representatives, expressive of the sentiments of 
Councils on this important subjcct. 

Resolved by the authority aforesaid, That the Water- 
ing Committee be and they are hereby authorized to 
take such measures as they may deem expedient to car- 
ry into effect the views of Councils. 

THOS. HALE, Chairman. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, by both 
the Select and Common Councils. 

A note was received from the Clerk to the Commis- 
sioners of the Northern Liberties communicating the 


following resolutions which bad been passed by that | 


body. 

Fiesolved, That Messrs. J. Naglee, Wm. Binder, and 
Benj. E. Carpenter, be a committee to prepare a re- 
monstrance against the proposed alteration of the loca- 
tion and termination of the Pennsylvania Rail road, with 
authority to confer with any Committees on that sub- 
ject from the adjoining districts. 

Resolved, ‘That the Clerk be instructed to furnish the 
City Councils, with a copy of the above resolutions. 

The communication was referred to the Watering 
Coirmittee with authority to confer with the committee 
appointed by the Commissioners of the Northern Lib- 
erties. 

Communications were received from Edward L. Bid- 
dle, Charles Davis, and Joseph Haines, offering to take 
on lease the city property at Chesnut street on Schuyl- 
kill. Referred to the committee on that property. 

Mr. Price presented a petition from sundry citizens, 
praying that about one hundred and fifty feet of the 


| Select Council, did not agree with that which had been 
passed by the Common Council, the President of the 
Select Council pronounced the proceedings of both 
bodies nugatory. A spccial meeting must be held to 
rectify the mistake. 


« 


Thomas Hale, Esq. Chairman of the Watering Committee. 
Sir—I have received a letter from Harrisburg, inform- 
ing me that the Canal Commissioners have adopted the 
route for the state rail road along the western side of 
river Schuylkill terminating at a bluff of rocks opposite 
| Fair Mount, at which place it is contemplated to cross 
the river by a rail way bridge to be constructed with five 
piers, which in addition to the contraction already ex- 
isting in the river by the abutments of the upper ferry 
| bridge, will, in my opinion, form such an obstruction to 
the passage of the ice and water in times of freshets as 
will completely inundate the canal and mill buildings at 
the Fair Mount Water Works in such manner as to pre- 
vent the regular supply of water to the city and districts. 
From the experience I have had since the erection of 
these works I can readily conceive what will be the re- 
sult if any further impediments should be thrown into 
the river, already too much contracted. 

During the freshet of February, 1822, the water and 
ice rose nine feet perpendicular on the dam at Fair 
Mount, completely inundating the canal locks and guard 
pier on the west side of Schuylkill, and at the same 
time swelled the water below the dam to the height of 

five fect above the pumps in the mill house of the water 
| works, which, had they been ready for operation would 
have been rendered useless for upwards of 24 hours. 

In February, 1829, a common ice freshet of five feet, 
occasioned so much swell in the river as to stop the 
| water wheels for 18 hours, and as it cannot be calculated 

at what time the ice in the dam may break up, it is im- 
possible to guard the water works at all times in such 
| manner as to have the reservoirs full, for at periods when 
| the water is turbid in the river the pumping is suspend- 
| ed, and the pure water in the reservoirs is permitted to 
| flow to the city until they are nearly empty; at such time 
\should an ice freshet take place and the works be in- 
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undated thereby, great part of the city or districts might 
be destroyed by fire, without the aid of water from the 
work, as was the case lately at Cincinnati, merely from 


out of order, and which could not be got at during the 
freshet in the river. If such destruction has taken place 
from such a cause, should not the citizens of Philadel- 
phia be alive to prevent a similar accident happening to 
their works. 


bridge, it behoves the citizens of Philadelphia to guard 
the Fair Mount works from innovations of every descrip- 
tion. As from late surveys of the Schuylkill made for 
the purpose of building a bridge across the river at 
Race street it has been found that the bottom is rock, 
consequently when improvements by wharfing shall be 
extended, the river will naturally become contracted in 
width, and as it cannot deepen in the ratio as it is nar- 
rowed on the account of the rock bottom ; an increased 
swell of water must be expected, and which will of 
course have a tendency to check the operations of the 
water wheels at Fair Mount, which at the present day 


are frequently stopped eight hours out of twenty-four | 


on account of high waters. 

Although the bridge at the Falls of Schuylkill was 
twenty feet above the common water line of the river, 
the ice freshet of 1522 raised it from its bed and swept 
it down the current. That bridge had but fwo piers, 
the one intended for the rail road at Fair Mount is to 
have five, the space below the falls bridge widened for 
the spread of the water, whilst the space below the con- 
templsted bridge at Fair Mount contracts to 340 feet. 


From these circumstances the consequences may be | 


conjectured should the rail way bridge be built, as the 
ice and water could not find vent between the abut- 
ments of the upper ferry bridge it will re-act with double 
force, and pass up tne western shore of the river and oc- 
casion destruction to the canal, the water works, and in 
all probability to the rail road bridge itself. 

The freshet of 1822 rose to within about one foot of 


the springing line of the arch of the Upper Ferry Bridge, | 


and although the water got vent by the increased width 
of the river below the Bridge, still it swelled to such a 
degree between the Upper and Middle Ferries as to in- 


undate all the wharves and store houses, and had it not | 
been for the low lands on the west side of the Schuyl- | 


kill at High street giving vent to the ice and water, the 
damages would have been immense. As it was, the 


store houses and buildings south of High street Bridge | 


were inundated and materially injured. 
Under every circumstance either as regards conven- 


ience or economy, it is my opinion, that the location of | 
the rail-way so as to cross Schuylkili near Fair Mount is | 


a bad one. 

ist. The distance is greater than Major Wilson’s route 
by the Union Canal. 

2d. The grade of levels is 34 feet higher. 

3d. It will cost 33,000 dollars more. 


Ath. It is located contrary tu the opinions and judg- | 


ment of many of our most scientific Engineers. 

Sth. And it will in part, if not effectually destroy a 
public work which has cost the city of Philadelphia up- 
wards of one million of dollars. 

With great respect, your humble sery’t, 
FRED. GRAFF. 
December 26, 1829. 
N.B. Since writing the above I liave received infor- 
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| JACKSON. 
Independent of the contemplated piers of the rail road 





« 


‘to its being located at a more narrowed space of the 
| river, willincrease the danger of the Fair Mount works 
| ina two fold degree to that of location No 1 on the plan. 
the circumstance of one of the valves of the pump being | 


FRED. GRAFF. 
LAW CASE. 
M’GrE Certiorari. Tie Error assigned is this :— 
vs. é That the Justice is the brother of the 
Plaintiff. 

If a Justice can issue a writ and try the cause of his 
brother, it isan evil which requires remedy by the Leg- 
islature. By an examination of the principles of the law 
and the statutes of Pennsylvania, it will be found that so 
great an imputation on ler system of jurisprudence is 
unfounded. 

By the common law and every day’s practice, no re- 
lation, not even a cousin of either party, is permitted to 
| be a juror to try the cause. The Sheriff is not permitted 
| to draw and summon the jury to try the cause of his 
| brother, if it be objected to by the opposite party. 10 
| Ser. & R. When the Legislature in 1810 were forming 
| a new system,trial by arbitration,they provided that each 
| party shall have the right to object to six persons na- 
med as arbitrators by the oppesite party, without assign- 
ing any reason. And when the Prothonetary comes to 
name the umpire the same right of arbitrary rejection is 
| allowed. 

Every volume of Pennsylvania reports will show cases 
in which some Judge of the Supreme Court has retired 
| from the Bench, when the cause of a relative or connex- 
\ion by marriage was to be heard. Several acts of As- 
sembly have been passed, making provision, that when 
| a president of a district has been concerned as counsel, 
| or was a relative of cither party,&c. that the president of 
| the nearest adjoining district should hold special courts 
| to try such causes. In numerous instances have those 
| Judges been called to a great distance for this purpose, 
| and paid their mileage and additional compensation, rath- 
,er than that a Judge should preside in a cause under 
'any supposed bias. 
When we find the common law thus strict, and the 
| Legislature of this state thus jealous, as to who shall be 
| the arbiters on the rghts of parties litigant, thus scru- 
| pulous and exact to preserve the ermine of justice pure 


ena 


| in every respect, can it be supposed that the same Leg- 
| islature ever intended to give jurisdiction toa justice of 
| the peace to try the cause of his own brother ? Where 
| is the necessity for giving such jurisdiction where justices 
are so numerous in every neighborhood, affording am- 
ple opportunity to every plaintiff to make a selection, 
| without resorting to so neararelation? Let it be re- 
membered that the justice of the peace sits alone on his 
| judgment seat, unrestrained by impartial colleagues.— 
The juror is but one of twelve who join in giving the ver- 
dict. The arbitrator or judge is a tninority of those who 
| decide the cause. The act giving jurisdiction to justices 
of the peace in cases not exceeding $160, was passed by 
the same Legislature, and bears the same date with the 
arbitration law. It is true it is general in its terms; but 
it must be understood to have been passed, with a view 
| to be constructed according to the general principles of 
|law and the first principles of jurisprudence. Had it 
| been proposed to have added a proviso that a justice 
| shall not try the cause of his brother or son, such proviso 
| would have been rejected by an intelligent Legislature 
| aS unnecessary and absurd, inasmuch as the first princi- 
| ples of the common law woul: prevent the assuming of 


mation from good authority, that Major Douglas has sur- | such a jurisdiction. 


veyed route No. 2, marked on the plan herewith annex- 
ed, locating the rail-way bridge immediately adjoining 
the north side of the Upper Ferry bridge, so as to cross 
the ferry road at the toll house, and from thence range- 
ing along the south line of the ferry road through the 
ground of Messrs. Nixon, Williams, Ridgeway and oth- 
ers, to an intensecting line with ype Alley, situate 
south of Wood street, The level plane of the bridge 
by this route is only 22 feet above the tide, and owing 


We are of opinion that it never was the intention of 
the Legislature to grant jurisdiction to a justice to issue 
his process at the instance of his near relatives, or ta 
decide their suits. Every such judgment, execution or 


| other process, will be set aside by the Court at any time 
| for want of jurisdiction.—Viled by request of couns: I. 


| 


HENRY SHIPPEN. 
Warren, Dec. 1, 1829. 


(Voice of the People. 










REPRESENTATIVE NUMBERS. 

The following tables exhibit the basis upon which the 
representation was apportioned agreeably to the bill 
passed at last session—and published in Register vol. 4. 
page 11. 
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REPORT 


Of the President and Managers of the ScnuytKiL. Nay- 
iGATION Company, to the Srockuo.pErs, January 4, 
1830, 

The President and Managers of the Schuylkill Nav- 
igation Company, in submitting to the Stockholders 
their annual Report, have great satisfaction in adverting 
to the present state of their affairs. Ry the persever- 
ing and liberal exertions and contributions of the Stock- 
holders, continued under circumstances at times very 
discouraging, the work has at length arrived at a point 
to make them a return, and to afford an earnest of fur- 
ther and increasing requital for their heavy advances. — 
The regular growth of the business on the navigation, 
and the corresponding growth of the revenue, afford 
the strongest assurance that the basis is sound, and that 
the present prosperous state of the Company’s affairs, 
is the natural result of permanent causes, operating by 
their own proper strength, without the aid of any tem- 
porary or artificial stimulants. This will appear from 
the following statement of the revenue from tolls of the 
last five years, to wit: 

The amount of tolls received in the 

year 1825, was 


$15,775 74 


1826, aS ic Nghe ge 5's 43,108 87 
1827, oS aahY BOT aT eon 58,149 74 
on eel Wold 87,171 56 
1829, SIR OS. oe, eee Sa 


The progress of the business has been quite equal to 
the expectations of the most sanguine: and from the 
preparations made and making by individuals at the 
coal mines in constructing railways, as well as the im- 
provements in opening and working the mines, togeth- 
er with the increase of the number of mines and of per- 
sons engaged in working them, there is every assurance 
that it will be rapidly accelerated. 

The limitation of time in the charter fur the comple- 
tion of the work having nearly expired, it was deemed 
necessary toask for a supplemental act, in order to a- 
void the questions which might otherwise be raised a- 
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bout the power of the company after the 8th day of 
March next, to alter, extend, and to, enlarge, and im- 
prove their works, in such manner as might be requir- 
ed to meet the increasing exigencies of trade. The 
legislature pomptly and liberally complied with the re- 
quest, and by an i passed on the 14th day of Decem- 
ber last, conferred upon the Company, in comprehen- 
sive terms,all the needful powers to continue for fifteen 
years from the time just mentioned. 
the company will be enabled, without any doubt, to em- 


ploy that whole period in finally determining the extent | 


and character of the work, and completing it with the 
benefit of the light which experience may afford. The 
importance of this improvement to the city and the state 
can scarcely be now appreciated: but there is every 
reason to believe that the utmost extension which can 
be given to the exercise of the privileges and powers of 
the Company, will not go beyond the demands of trade. 
The same act fixes the peried for making the dividends 
of the Company on the Ist of February and the Ist of 
August, periods more equally dividing the business part 
of the year. A copy of the supplemental act is here- 
with submitted. 

The works heretofore constructed, have been con- 
stantly becoming more solid. their capacity may be 
greatly enlarged by an additional set of locks where the 
Jocks are at present combined. The actual state of the 
trade being such as to indicate that this has already be- 
come necessary at some points, and will suon be requi- 
red at others, the President and Managers have commen- 
ced the add.tion at Flat Rock, and it is expected that the 
new locks will be finished by the 1st of September next. 
They are making arrangements also for similar works at 
other places, and they will go on with the whole as rap- 
idly as circumstances will allow. 

The necessity of having some means of accurately as- 
certaining the tonnage of boats and the weights of their 
cargoes, has become so evident and pressing, as to in- 
duce the Board to prepare for erecting a weight lock at 
the Fair Mount canal. Contracts have accordingly been 
entered into, and it is expected it will be completed by | 
the 1st of March next. 

The tow-paths and channels in Fair Mount and Flat 
Rock pools, have been so nearly completed as to leave 


very littie to be done to finish them early in the season. | § 


The tolls and rents having amounted to a sum more 
than sufficient in the past year to meet the currert ex- 
penses and the interest on the loans, the President and 
Managers felt themselves at liberty to distribute among | 
the Stockholders the amount of the reserved dividend | 
fund, equal to three dollars and a half per share, and 
accordingly on the 30th Noeember notice wa’ given to | 
that effect. 

_ The reserved dividend fund having been held until 
divided, as aloan from the Stockholders, a sale to re- 
pay it was made of 1075 shares of the stocx of the com: 
pany, at an advance of 43 per cent. equal to 714 dol- | 
lars pershare. Previous to the distribution, the Board | 
availed themselves of the state of the market to sell the 
forfeited shares, 274 in number, at an advance of 50 per | 
cent. or 75 dollars per share, with a right to the pro- 
portion of three and a half dollars per share of the re- | 
served dividend fund. 

The 1075 shares were sold without that righ’. 

_ Of the loan of two hundred thousand dollars author- 
ized by the ordinance of the 21st of January, 1828, a 
farther sum was raised in the early part of last year, 
amounting to nineteen thousand nine hundred dollars, 
at an interest of 54 per cent. making the whole sum 
raised on this account one hundred and twenty-three 
thousand five hundred and thirty dollars. 
_ The increase in the coal trade has been greater than 
in any previous year, being equal to near 70 per cent. 
advance on that of the year 1828. The whole quantity 
brought down in 1829 was 79,973 tons. 
The amount of tolls received in 1829 from coal, was 
$77,032 








Under this | 


REPORT OF SCHUYLKILL NAVIGATION COMPANY. 29 








And from merchandise, &c. other than coal, 








43,007 
Making the total amount of tolls in 1829, $120,039 
The amount of tolls in 1828 having been 87,171 
There is shown to be an increase of $32,868 
Equal to about 38 per cent. 
Of the tolls of 1829 there arose from the as- 
cending navigation, $27,853 
Leaving for the descending trade 92,186 
$120,059 





Of the tonnage conveyed on the canal in 1829, there 
was of the ascending trace Tons 21,820 





And of the descending trade 112,704 
Making the whole tonnage in 1829 134,524 
Against that of 182S, which was 105,463 


—_—_— - — 


The amount of rents from real estate and water and 
ground rents received in 1829, was $10,574 
And the arrears of rent amount to 5,533 





The income of the Company in 1830, from real es- 
tate and ground and water rents is estimated at 
$13,800 
The accompanying accountsare respectfully referred 
to as part of this report, to wit: 
No. 1. The accounts of the Company for 1829, 
2. A general acount of the affairs of the Company. 
3. A statement of the tonnage which ascended the 
the Schuylkill Navigation in 1829. 
4. A statement of the articles and tonnage which de- 
scended the navigation in 1829. 
By order of the Board of Managers, 
JOSEPH S. LEWIS, President. 
Philadelphia, January 4, 1830, 





Statement of Articles and Tonage Ascending and De- 
scending the Schuylkill Navigation 1829. 


Ascending. Descending. 





| Merchandize.......--5068 | Coal.......sccceee 79,9738 
Salt... cccccccccccece 2288 | Flour. 5,023 
Fish. 2239 | Whiskey ..868 
Plaster...... 3520 | Grain 3,139 
ND denied aoqauennee 230 | Lumber... ..ccccces 5,091 
I ei aah mete 740 | WORE cdcd ci dctcces Scce 
WOR ico oss 6 ccc ceed cons 227 | Blooms of Iron......1,184 
Pig Trom....-eeeeeeees 146 | Castings..............-240 
CastingS....+.+++++ «+> Be Tac cadscese ‘ctee 1098 
Whiskey... ..+-+e-es05s 31} Leather..........-.-- 69 
IR 5. s cthesnctvesebs Fee a acs bch 0 ceases 119 
Porter..... buna ale aint OO Pei 2 hs woe chee 957 
TE adccctersencecs 456 | Limestone............8968 
Limestone....... ..-- 3931} Binwbles..« .ciccoccce: Oa 
SE rere Tt eae ee, 556 
oon 6ihe ones 1763 | Sundries........ .... 490 
Sundries........+++ + 624 | Stone passing Fair M.3,615 

sia: cate’ eS er 112,704 














From the Reports published by the Company,we have 
made the following abstract—shewing the quantities of 
the principal articles which descended in the years spe- 
cified.—In seme cases where the reports do not show 
the number of bushels &c. we have made the calcula- 
tion by the printed estimates of quantities to the Ton. 


Ascending. Descending. 
Years. Tonnage. Tonnage. 
1826 6,843 25,561 
1827 11,719 53,782 
1828 21,329 84,133 
1829 21,800 112,704 
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PHILADELPHIA DISPENSARY. 


Four thousand two hundred and thirteen Patients have 
been under the care of the Dispensary since last report, 
viz. from December 1828, to December 1829— 


Remaining from last year 25 
Admitted since that time 4188 
——4213 
Of whom the number recovered is 4016 
Relieved 43 
Dead 70 
Irregular and uncertain 67 
Remaining under care 17 
—-4213 
RECEIPTS. 


Balance in the Treasurer’s hands in Dec. 1828 $4 98 
Since which time he has received in annual 


= 
poeriapa ess = ~ Eee SI) 


contributions 455 00 

interest on bonds and mortgages 132 00 

Dividends on United States stock 452 86 
i Doon Bank stock 188 5 


npemerite © 


Pag nd es tact eons eT tae 


0 

Do_ on Schuylkill Permanent Bridge stock 20 00 
House rent, including proportion of income 

of real estate bequeathed by James Wills 492 59 

Ground rents 105 00 

00 


U. S. Principal of 6 per cent. stock of 1814 1500 


From Executor of Andrew Doz, on account 

i his legacy 100 00 

‘ Cash borrowed to meet expenses 30 00 

Hi Union canal loan 24 00 

Donation through the Post Office 25 00 
Balance due the Treasurer 322 72 
Cash on acc’t of Dr. Charles Brown’s legacy 529 17 





$4,361 82 








EXPENDITURES. 
House expenses 


se 462 82 
Medicines 1144 00 
Repairs at Dispensary and water rent 24 04 
Apothecary’s salary 400 00 
Taxes and repairs on Zane street property 31 96 
Stationary 20 75 
Union canal loan 2001 25 
Repaid cash borrowed 250 00 
Commissions on collecting 27 00 

4,361 82 
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Tons of Coal. Lumber. | In again presenting their annual statement, the Man- 
1826 16,767 1826 1492 | agers of the Philadelphia Dispensary have the satisfac- 
1827 $1,360 | 1827 2006 | tion to announce to the contributors, the increased and 
1828 47,284 |1828 6795 extending usefulness of this charity. Notwithstanding 
1829 79,973 | 1829 5091 | the uncommon y agp tage of the eo and the 
' : — : ‘ane | freedom which our city has enjoyed from contagious 
1826 — eae ae ao _ disorders, it will be seen by a reference to the list of pa- 
1897 9994 314364 | 1828 5358 tients, that the number who have received the benefits 
= QRe an 14299 -o | of the Dispensary the last year, exceeds that of the for- 
1828 6365 66835 1829 8968 | : 
1829 5023 «52742—CO | mer, by nearly six hundred. aie 
oe a ae) lee The expediency of locating a branch of this Dispen- 
— Tons of W ee 1826 "794° ' | sary in the western districts has been fully confirmed 7 
a 16) ~ 2g 979 | the experience of the past year, as nearly one third o 
1827 485 | aah tif be a | the viele business has been done at that establishment 
1828 4153 | 1829 3139 195 560 to the great accommodation of the neighboring poor. 
1829 oe | es z But whilst we acknowledge with satisfaction the ex- 
Iron Ore. Tons, | Iron. Tons. ems. Tons. | tended utility of this Dispensary, commensurate as it is, 
1826 2541 | 1826 122 1827 526 | with the extent and population of the city, it becomes 
1827 1472 =| 1827 1535 1828 904 our duty to state, that it is attended by an increased de- 
1828 1674 | 1828 2126 1829 1098 | mand on the funds of the institution.” The managers, 
1829 556 | 1829 2382 therefore, while they ask fora continuance of the aid of 
Stone. Tons. Cordwood. Tons. Cords. | the contributors, would respectfully solicit the attention 
1827 6078 | 1827 1279 639 | and support of their fellow citizens generally, on behalf 
1828 6791 {1828 1445 722 | of this wide spreading Charity. 
1829 S615 ‘1829 957 478 


The annual contributions—donations—and legacies 
of the charitable, will be received by our Treasurer, 
William Davidson, No, 268 Walnut street,and by all the 
managers. 

Published by order of the Board of Managers. 

WM. WHITE, President. 

Caspar Wistar, Secretary. 





NORTHERN DISPENSARY. 
Annual Account fur the Year 1829. 


Seven hundred and twenty-six Patients have been un- 
der the care of the Northern Dispensary, from Jan. 1 to 
Dec. 31, inclusive. 

Remaining from last year, - - 15 
Admitted in 1829, - : - - Til 


Of whom the number recovered is 
Died, . ° . - ° 21 
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Relieved and irregular, - - 5 
Remaining under care, - - 15 
—726 
The Receipts and Expenditures have been as follows: 
RECEIPTS. 
Balance in Treasury from last year, - - $226 624 
Cash from persons unknown, - - - 25 00 
Income of Wills’ T.egacy, - : - 205 00 
New England Society of Philadelpbia, per E. 
Chauncey, - : : - - 74 92 
Interest from Kensington Loan, . - 130 00 
Interest United States Loan, - . ° 13 50 
Contributions, ° ° ° é é 153 00 
$828 044 
EXPENDITURES. i 
Medicines, - - : - - - $165 29 
Apothecary’s Salary, - - - - 80 00 
Leeching and cupping, - : : 137 374 
Sharpening Surgical Instruments, — - - 1 00 
Printing, - - - - - - 4 00 
Books, : - : - - - 7 50 
Binding Books, . ° : ° ; 1 20 
Collector’s commissions, - ° . 12 97 
Balance in Treasury, Jan. 1, 1830, - 418 71 
$ 828 044 


In making their Annual Report for 1829, the Mana- 
gers of the Northern Dispensary are desirous of exciting 
a much more intense interest in their fellow-citizens to- 


_ wards this Institution, than has yet been displayed. It 
_is well known that general pecuniary pressure is felt not 
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only inthis country, but almost throughout the civilized | October, 12 15 9 al 
world, among the labouring classes. Many who have November, 6 95 a pe 
heretofore been enabled to remunerate the Physician, December, 3 18 5 pre 
are now compelled to apply to the Charitable Institu- ee = ae 
tions, and particularly to the Dispensaries ; such indi- | 92 174 107 ; 


viduals we are especially bound to succour. 


Ma? iia 
The Manager‘, therefore, most respectfully solicit aid | pyo}Jand 1, Hanseatic Towns 2 


Of these there were belonging to Great Britain 12, 
2, Denmark 3, Colombia 


from the benevolent, believing that charity cannot be | 1, fayti 3, Spain 5—total 26. Americans 34%. 


better disposed than in relieving those who suffer from | 
disease. They acknowledge with great pleasure and | g¢ 


There were from F.ngland 64, British American Pos- 
ssions 61, Hayti 25, Cuba 61, Portugal 10, Spain 11, 


unfeigned thankfulness the receipt of $74 92 from the | France 20, Sweden 2, Russia 1, Hanseatic Towns 8 
New England Society of Philadelphia, as also 25 dollars | Frojiand 7, Sicily 1, Madeira 4, “Trieste 1, Canaries rt 


from a person ** unknown.” 


Published by direction of the Managers. 


GEORGE BOYD, President. 


Joszru S. Rirer, Secretary. 


January 1, 1830. 


PORT OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Inward for December, 1829. 





WHERE FROM. 





British West Indies, 
Danish West Indies, 
British American Colonies, 
Holland, 

Hanse Towns, 

Portugal, 

French Ports on Atlantic, 
Brazils, 


Inward, coastwise.—Vessels 41—Tonnage 4255 tons. 








WHERE TO. 


Vanish West Indies, 
British American Colonies, 
British East Indies, 
French Ports on Atlantic, 
Brazils, 








*s19UOOYIS 


| Mexico 9, Guatemala 3, Colombia 23, Curracoa 1, Por- 
| to Rico 4, Swedish West Indies 3, Africa 3, China 3, Pe- 
} ru 3, Buenos Ayres and Montevideo 4, Danish West In- 
| dies 29, British East Indies 1, Brazils 11--- Total 374. 
| The Coal Trade —The water has now been drawn off 
| the canal, and our transportation for the present sus- 
| pended. It may perhaps be interesting to draw a par- 
allel between the state of trade now, and what it was at 
| this period last year. During the season of 1828, 47,~- 
417 tons were sent down, and in 1829, the quantity was: 
increased to 78,708 tons, making nearly double the 
jamount. Although the quantity is still insufficient for 





| the demand, still we think that the approaching season 
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SratemENT of the number of vessels from Foreign 
Ports, which have entered the Port of Philadelphia, 
from the Ist January to 31st Dec., 1829, inclusive. 

Sloops. 


Ships. 
January, 1 
February, 1 
March, 9 
April, 17 
May, il 
June, 4 
July, , 9 
August, 11 
September, 8 





rm 20 09 


26 
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10 
Outward, coustwise.— Vessels 79—'l onnage 9570 ts. | of Januar 
(Morning Journal. 


Brigs. Schrs. 
4 5 


1 
12 
14 
14 
16 
15 
14 
26 
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760 | will remedy the former difficulties, and bring an ade- 
747 | quate supply to the market. Many of the rail roads in 
435 | our vicinity will be completed, if not by the beginning, 
668 | at least during the summer, and the canal will be nearly 
292 | occupied to the full extent ofits capacity. The state of 
400 | affairs will assume a new complexion when those pow- 
325 | erful assistants to industry are finished. New openings 
321 | will be made, new tracts of valuable coal land brought 
122 | into actual usefulness, and new energies given to all the 
441 | operations in our vicinity. Miner’s Journal. 
159 | 

353 | PirrsBurRea, January 1. 
Steam Navigation.—Some time ago we noticed the 
| arrival of a quantity of pig metal from Tennessee. Since 
then another boat has brought to our wharves a consid- 
| erable quantity of blooms from the same works. A more 
forcible exemplification of the advantages conferred up- 
‘on the western country by the introduction of steam 
| power could not be given, than is afforded by this sin- 
gle circumstance. Fifteen years ago, thousands of tons 
/might have lain at the works on the Cumberland, and 
| the foundries and the steam engine factories might have 





4973 
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509 | remained idle for months, for want of materials. Indeed, 

1441 | if the metal hsd been delivered gratuitously on board 
593 | keel boats and barges at the mouth of Cumberland, the 

1279 | prices here would not have paid the freight. Descend- 

1544 | ing navigation could then be carried on cheaply and 
3g9 | advantageously ; the natural current of the river was a 
979 | sufficient moving power. One great advantage which 
572 | we derive from the use of steam is in equalizing the as- 
301 | cending and descending navigation, and removing the 
334 | obstacles presented by the previously almost irresistible 
192 | current. 


7433 | 





The following are the appointments made on the 4th 
y, 1830, by the County Commissioners : 


| Philip Peltz, Esq. Treasurer. 

| William Roderfield, Chief Clerk. 

Willis H. Blayney, Assistant Clerk. 

| Thomas Sergeant, Esq. Solicitor. 

| Archibald Randall, and John R. Vodges, counsellors 
| for the collection of Fines and Forfeited Recognizances. 
| William Vallance, Messenger. 

| Jacob Zelin, Superintendent of Public Buildings. 





Further Appointments by the Mayor. 
William Roberts, Deputy Corder at the Drawbridge. 
Jolin Conroy, Corder at the Schuylkill. 
John McLean, John Wilson, High Constables. 
| Dr, David Skerrett, Vaccinating Physician for south 
western district. 
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Dr. Joseph Pancest, do. for south eastern do And may their lives, as slow they roll away, ’ 
Dr. George Spackman, «lo. for N. western do. | Ever in sweet, domestic bliss decay. 
Dr. Amos Pennebaker, do. for N, eastern do. | Wealth fill their domes, and plenty aid their cheer 4 
Benjamin W. Nicholson, Collector of Cases for Vac- | With the full harvest of the gen’rous year. ‘ 
sation, for Southeastern District. Their sportive offspring ev’ry grief beguile, 

‘Thoinas Porter, Collector of do. for N. E. District. | And each lov’d consort answer with a smile. 

John M. Fernsler, Collector of do. for N.W. District. | May social ease consume the wint’ry night, 

| James Kerr, Collector of do. for 8.W. District. And Arts and Letters shed their mingled light. 


U. S. Gazette. | Then, while around them ev’ry joy they find 
That glads the sense or beams upon the mind, 
Dr. J. K. Mitchell, of this city, has invented a method | Fav’rites of Heav’n, unfore’d their sorrows flow 
manufacturing caoutchouc, or Indian rubber, into thin | At the long, piteous sound of distant wo. 
od almost transparent sheets, When a sheet is folded | Beyond yon azure waste, where ceaseless roam 
od cut with scissors, the cut edges adhere with force, | Our hardy seamen through the tumbling foam, 
jafter some hours maceration, as strongly as the un- | Think of the land where earliest had its rise 
ut portion. The article is made so light that a bag com- | Each art that now delights your mental eyes! 
osed of it, more than six feet in circumference weighs | Where proud Philosophy her rolls unfurl’d, 
y six ounces. A similar invention has been announ- | And Christian virtue sham’d a guilty world! 
| by Mr. Hancock, of London ; but he has not divul. | Imagine there the rude barbaric knife 
ged the process. Dr. Mitchell effected it by soaking | Flesh on the weak the long contested strife. 
the caoutchouc in ether, until soft and capable of being | Black Afric pours her swarms. With sullen will 
rolled out.—Journal. | The stubborn slaves are taught the art to kill. 
For theirown wrongs unjust returns they know, 
Statement of Rain fallen from 1810 to 1829 inclusive, | And wreak their vengeance on the Christian foe. 
the first 14 years by the gage of P. Legoux, Fsq. Spring | The warriors slaughter’d, cruelty invades 
Mill, the following 6 by that kept at the Pennsylvania | The helpless children and the shrieking maids; 
Hospital. | The dagger ends the old; the younger mourn, 
1810 32.656 And pass to slav’ry, never to return. 
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1811 34.968 | Rain fallen in each month | OF look we to the north; where Scythia flings 4 
1812 39.3 of 1829. | Her countless tribes to bend the necks of kings, ‘ 
1813 35.625 inches. | With modern skill and quenchless thirst for fame : : 
1814 43.135 | January, 537 | The conquer’d Balkan gives a chieftain name.* i 
1815 - $4666 | February, 3 75 | Deep groan the bending wains; with crushing sound : 
1816 97.947 | March, 2.87 | The wheel’d artill’ry tears the solid ground; 4 
1817 36.005 | April, 4.99 | The trampling myriads blacken all the shore; 
1818 30.177| May, — 9 68 | And old Bulgaria‘feels one conquest more— 
1819 93.354 | June, 344 And where is he, the Proud, whose arms retain 
1820 39.609 | July, 4.35 | Those ancient tow’rs, the wonder of the plain? . 
1821 32.182 | August, 4.61 Owns he no force to meet this hated crew, : 
1822 29.864 | September, 2.01 | Since all in vain the Prophet’s standard flew? 
1823 41.815 | October, 9.39 | Where are his disciplin’d Egyptian boast, . 
1824 38.74 | November, 3.97 | His million Arabs, and his Tartar host? ; 
1825 29.57 | December, 1.51 | Where are his Janissaries’? Ask yon rank 
1826 35.14 | ___. | Of blacken’d corpses; or yon stranger Frank, 
1827 38.50. | Total, 41.85 Who, in his suburb, on the farther shore ; 
1828 37.97 | Imprison’d, heard the long repeated roar— 4 
1829 41.85 | Three days and nights the sounds of slaughter came, i 
Pennsylvania Hospital, Dec. 31, 1829. | And the huge city almost swam in flame. j 
eae scenes, the ee doom revere, | 
. : ae ; | And thank that Pow’r that plac’d your dwelling here, : 
The depth of rain as indicated by the rain guage | 44 ye who burn with true'ambition’s he ne 4 
kept by the subscriber at No. 132 Coates street, for ) yw jo. gen’rous hearts to human praise aspire a 
1829, was as ee Inch Be public service still your proudest aim, i 
January 6.00. Hinata 7 . | Nor envy warlike chiefs their blood-bought fame. 4 
4 February 5.95 | Se aia 28 Bid education humanize the mind; ; 
Ma:ch , 39 sjininien = 3.1 | Aid laws and order to correct mankind; 
April , 49 icusatioak 5.00 | Protect the weak, the vicious soul reprove, 
May ’ 2.7 nietelaiaede 215 And strive in arts that earn a people’s love— 
oon 3.65 , | Teach the light bridge to span the rapid tide, 
H July . 445 Total 51.00 The gliding slope ascend the mountain’s side, 
, : we the vear'1614 43. 14. The lab’ring engine overcome the steep, 
or the year an The long canal seek out the distant deep. 
‘} 7 86 Crown with new structures each o’erhanging hill; 
; which was the largest quantity that has fallen since the a —— seta = a ae restra: i 
; year 1810, according to Mr. Smith’s account, published con ships secure defy the Sanettreub wadie rae Nh 
t ’ ’ . - ‘ > ‘ 
in 1827. ale aa On &. COLLOM. Such tasks to you the laws of Heav’n decree, 
CARRIER’S ADDRESS Toils that improve mankind, and worthy of the free. 
. OF THE e ns 
) REGISTER OF PENNSYLVANIA. pete aeeeeeaeenete ei iasicecme 
: May each young year still bless the growing town, Printed every: SATURDAY MORNING by WILLEAM «F . 
| And valued gifs out Parnows’dwveling crown!” | GEDDES, No. #9 Lac. Stet. Pht, wry and | 
an, mae th “4 —— which, —. the neav ne are kind, door back of the Post Office, (back room) subseriptions will be 
heir Dounty § ow rs oer manly frame and mind. thankfully reeeived. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 4 
Strength nerve their limbs; and cheerful spirits fly annuntly by subseribers residing in or wear the city or where 4 
Bright o’er their brow, and sparkle in their eye. - | here is an agent. Other subseribers pay in advance. : 
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